
 
AURORA MODEL AIRCRAFT CLUB                                 Revised 12 Jan 05 
A Brief  History 
 
     The club was started in the early 1970’s ( 7 1?),  by Norm Bowen, Dave Ker and 
Ken Colby. It was strongly inf luenced & supported by the then new “Aurora 
Hobbycrafts” hobby shop and i ts proprietor ,  Mr.  Keith Faulkner  
 
   The f irst  club meeting was at the residence of Ken Colby in Aurora.  
Subsequent  meet ings were held  at Well ington St Public School then at  Victoria 
Hall ,  a small  facil i ty on Mosely Street  in  Aurora. You could count on most of the 
15 or so  members to turn out at  the meetings.  
 
   “AMAC”,  in  the beginning,  was pr imar i ly  a  control  l ine  and f ree f l ight  c lub,  
however al l  types of model aircraft  act iv i t ies were both welcomed and 
encouraged.   F ly ing was done in the parking lot  of  the plaza located at  Yonge St .  
and Murray Dr.  af ter  store hours or when i t  wasn’t  too busy .  I t  became apparent  
that  f ly ing there was not  a good idea due to traf f ic  & proximity of  the general  
publ ic.  Permission was soon granted to f ly  of f  the footbal l  f ie ld  at the  nearby Dr.  
G. W. Wil l iams High School.  Al l  f lying at this site was Control Line. There  were  
obvious disadvantages to this  arrangement so the search for  a f ie ld continued.  
 
   Some of the  members that f lew exclusively control  l ine models were the Bloom 
brothers Robin and Richard,  Norm Bowen and Alan Lord,  there were others but 
names have been forgotten.   
 
   Another f ield was secured behind the Sterl ing Drug Company, site of  the 
present  Canadian Ti re  Store .  Some R\ C f ly ing was done here.  Unfortunately this  
was just  a f ie ld,  on a hi l l  with the grass uncut and a very nearby forest .  Hand 
launching the plane was the order of  the day here.  At that t ime one of the few 
members to br ing a mult i  C h a n n e l  R/C plane out was Dave Ker.  Th is would be 
amusing to those who know him as he was well  known primari ly in the C/L speed 
circles (pun  intended).  Radio control  continued to grow and by 1975 had become 
the main activity.  The transmitters used then were quite basic compared to the 
e lectronic wonders we have today.  Some of  the manufacturers were Kraft ,  MRC, 
and Heathkit.  
 
  Permission was obtained to f ly  of f  the Cossar farm at  Henderson and Seaton 
Dr ives,  in  the  south end of  Aurora,  unti l  the farm was sold. In 1974 a new flying 
si te  was secured at  Jack Al len's sod farm located on the east  s ide of  Woodbine 
Ave about a ki lometer north of  Aurora Rd.  To fly R/C at this field you needed not 
only MAAC and Club membership (unless you were a  guest)  but  a lso a “FIELD 
PERMIT” which was issued by the cl ub (see at tachments) .  Also required was a 
Department Of Communications (DOC) l icense which was needed to legal ly 
operate the radio transmitter .  Control  Line f l iers were exempt from requir ing the 
f ield permit and could also f ly from the same sod farm .  
 
   Early Fun f ly events were sponsored by Keith from the hobby shop complete 
with Keith on the PA sound system and numerous "door prizes" such as kits,  
engines,  cover ing & assorted parts.   Very large crowds usual ly  came to these fun 
f lys with parking f i l l ing the entire area to the east of the house at the Allen sod 
farm. Members would be "volunteered" to take a shift  at park ing lot .   
 
   Membership cards and f ie ld p e r m i t  (courtesy of  Mike Foster)  f rom 1974 and 
1975 show Norm Bowen as the club President fol lowed by David Ker in 1976 and 
Ken Colby in 1977 and 78.  
 
 
 



   The club received i t ’s charter from MAAC on 30 May 1978.  The applicat ion was 
signed by Ken Colby,  president and Mike Foster ,  secretary.  The or iginal  
cert i f icate was signed by Warren Hitchcox,  MAAC president,  and one of the 
secretar ies,  Linda McNicol ,  Brenda Wilson,  or  Linda Patr ick.   
 
  The club grew rapidly as the word spread about the terr i f ic f lying site and an 
emphasis on having fun.  A supplemental  f ie ld was “o f fe red ” by Mr.  Si f ton (owner 
of Buttonvil le airport) .  This f ly ing si te was located south of  Bloomington 
Sideroad between Lesl ie and the present 404 highway. I t  was also his  manicured 
polo f ie ld.  We f lew several  t imes from here but  voluntar i ly  gave i t  up due to fears 
of  plummeting a model through Mrs .  S i f ton 's green house o r  “inter fer ing" wi th 
Dash 7 ’ s undergoing short  f ield test  on the S i f ton 's ful l  size runway adjacent to 
the polo f ie ld.  However some f ly ing was done on the Sif ton Polo Field as 
entertainment between matches.  
 
    In 1985 a cl ub const i tut ion was introduced and a f requency board was put  into 
use.  
 
   In  1985 Jack Al len wi thdrew permission to  f ly  of f  h is  f ie ld .  Af ter  considerable  
negotiat ion f lying was again permitted but with very str ict  rules and restr ict ions.  
In 1986 a second flying site was found at Brown Hil l .  In 1987 Jack Allen’s farm 
was sold and f lying there ended in Nov. 87.  Permission was obtained to f ly off  a 
Lapani sod farm on Bales Rd, located a few hundred meters east of  Woodbine,  
north of  Aurora Rd.  Flying cont inued  on the Bales Rd.  f ie ld.  In 1991 a new f ie ld 
was found near Woodbine and Well ington streets on the Calvert  farm. This was 
an excel lent  f ie ld  and f ly ing cont inued there unt i l  Mr .  Calvert ’s  death in  2000.The 
club’s lease was not renewed for  the 2001 season.  The club then f lew off a 
Lapani  sod farm in Zephyr.  This was some distance from Aurora so a search 
continued for  another f ly ing si te.    
 
   In  2002 the club was incorporated.  This was necessary as negotiat ions were 
being held with the town of Aurora for pe rmission to use some of  their  property 
as a f ly ing f ie ld.  The town did not  want  to deal  with a group that  was not  
incorporated.  Later when the club appl ied for a Tri l lum grant the Province would 
deal  only with a group that  was incorporated.  The incorporated name is “Aurora 
Model Aircraft  Club”,  the same as the original  club. 
 
   In  2003 permission was obtained to use the property at  15085 Lesl ie  S t.  ( just  
south of  Well ington) and has a lease for that f ield from the town. Considerable 
work was needed to prep are the f ield and road and so an application was made 
for a Tri l l ium Grant.  This was approved and money was spent to improve the 
road,  the f ie ld  and the faci l i t ies.  Formal  opening of  the f ie ld  was held on 19 June 
2004.  
 
List  of  past presidents:  
1974, 5    Norm Bowen       1998, 9, 00  Al  Duguid 
1976  David Ker    2001 ,  2 Bi l l  Henderson 
1977, 8    Ken Colby     2003 ,  4 Frank Panacci  
1996, 7   Ian Paisley     2005   Murray Berman 
 
  My thanks for  assistance on preparing this story go out  to: 
                   Roy Bourke    Murray Berman 
                   Ken Colby    B i l l  Henderson 
                   A l  Dugu id    Linda Patrick (MAAC) 
                    
  With special  thanks to Mike Foster who supplied much of the history and also 
the attachments.  
 
   Cec Wood  
     


